
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Stupid Pride 

 

     Have you ever been aware of a little pride in your heart? I’ll bet you have! We all 

have a bit of pride in us, don’t we? And that pride can lead us to do some very foolish 

things. We saw that in our gospel this morning. 

     Herod had sworn to his stepdaughter – in front of all his family and friends - when 

he said, “Daughter, ask anything you want and I will give it to you.” Then he was too 

proud to turn down her request, as awful as it was. She said, “I want you to give me the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter.”  

     Herod was too proud to change his mind. He had made an oath and he was going to 

keep it. I know you would have changed your mind. He, however, didn’t want to be 

looked down upon by his friends as a man whose word wasn’t worth a plug nickel. I 

hope and I pray none of us does anything as bad and as absurd as that. 

     Still, we must admit there are times when we are put on the spot and have to give 

our opinion on something we don’t want to. For example, I can picture myself saying, 

“If my young brother Tom does that one more time, I swear I’ll kill him.” The he goes 

ahead and does it, but I don’t kill him. I never really intended to kill him and no one 

who heard what I had to say believed I would. They were not about to hold me to my 

word. 

     Have you ever found yourself in a group discussion about something you were not 

really interested in and on a subject you knew absolutely nothing about? And, to be 

part of the discussion, you do make a statement. You give your opinion. Then 

somebody disagrees with you. That leaves you feeling you have to defend your 

statement and so you do. And before long, the discussion turns into an argument and 

you find yourself totally and emotionally engaged in defending a statement you really 

didn’t agree with in the first place. Pride urges you on. It adds fuel to the fire and you 

try to defend your initial statement. That’s dumb, isn’t it? Yet it’s not as dumb as Herod 

deciding to behead John the Baptist. 

     This morning at Mass, let us all say a prayer we will recognize our stupid pride 

when we see it…and try to do something about it. 

*Inspired by Mark 6:14-29 


